
In the 228 massacres of 1947, the Chinese Nationalist Party (known as KMT) Military troops
and government killed at least 30,000 Taiwanese civilians, particularly the political and
intellectual elites. It was the White Terror.



The 228 Massacre has been a taboo subject for those who have had family or lived through
it and the White Terror Era that followed.

The first thing to know is that 228 is actually a misnomer because the events thought to
have ignited the conflicts and that led to the massacring of tens of thousands actually
happened the night before, on February 27th, 1947.

Also, tensions had already been mounting for quite some time before then. Two years
earlier in 1945, at the end of World War II, the Chinese Nationalists (the Kuomintang) had
fled from China to Taiwan bringing with them the Republic of China framework.



On the night of February 27th, Tobacco Monopoly Bureau agents tried to confiscate
contraband cigarettes from a 40-year-old woman and brutally knocked her out. When an
angry crowd gathered in protest, one of the agents fired a shot into the crowd killing a
bystander. Within 24 hours, the incident had escalated into bloody violence and massacres.

Under the authoritarian Chiang regime, what followed was 38 years of martial law and the
White Terror era. Anyone could be disappeared, executed or worse for just saying or doing
the wrong thing, or for what was seemingly wrong in the eyes of the authorities. The people
of Taiwan were horrified and terrified. Generations dared not speak of 228.

228 was absent from high school textbooks until relatively recently. Denial, distrust,
suppression, and the passage of time have made it hard for many to come to terms with
228.
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Taiwan has been under more than 60 years of KMT dictatorship and colonized control.
According to the "official" statistic, nearly 1 out of 6 Taiwanese people have been affected
by the 228 or the white terror.

Those are our great-grandparents, uncles, aunties, brothers, sisters, moms, dads, sons,
and daughters...

They are one of us, and we are one of them.

Remember their braveness and kindness and stand firm with the freedom and democracy
they are fighting for.


